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him to do so.1 He adhered to this decision, although
in the following month Gladstone virtually repeated his
reflections on the loyalty of Roman Catholics in his
famous pamphlet on the ".Vatican Decrees " and chal-
lenged them, in the terms of his letter to Ripon of
October 8, to make a public declaration that they would
resist any order the Pope might make which would
interfere with their civil duty. His reticence was well
judged. Four years later Gladstone had to re-edit his
Contemporary article for inclusion in vol. vi of his
Gleanings, and a sense of its injustice, quickened, no
doubt, by the conspicuous absence of any overt facts
to excuse it, seems to have pressed itself upon him.
To the passage relating to " Rome's converts" he
appended a footnote expressing his belief that " some
at least who have joined the Latin Church since the
great change effected by the Vatican Council would,
upon occasion given, whether with logical warrant or
not, adhere under all circumstances to their civil loyalty
and duty/' It was, perhaps, a little grudging, but its
meaning, so far as Ripon was concerned, was clear
enough.

Nevertheless," the little while of silence and patience M
prescribed by Manning proved more protracted than
he had, perhaps, anticipated. This was not due to the
persistence of Protestant prejudice, for although Glad-
stone's pamphlets were widely read2 and found a
certain response in " No Popery " articles in the news-
papers, the agitation quickly died away, Ripon,
however, remained in retirement, chiefly because he had
other things to do, $nd later on because he found it
difficult to choose between Hartington and Gladstone
in the abnormal situation created in the Liberal
Party by Gladstone's resignation of the Leadership.

i Emly to Ripon, Oct. 13 and 17, 1874.

* Of the Vatican Decrees alone, 145,000 copies were sold before the
end of 1874 (Morley; Gladstone, vol. ii, p. 519). The other pamphlet,
Vaticanism, an Answer to Replies and Reproofs, was published in February